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j in his gloss to al-Qastallani's introduction 18 confused ‘All al-Yunini with his maternal 
i grandfather,‘Abd Allah al-Yunini. 19 

j In this article I wish to give proper attention to the life and work of ‘All al-Yunini and 
to examine his influence up to the 9^/15^ century, when al-Badrani copied the Rumuz. As 
this Badrani is the last known person who was concerned with al-Yunini's treatise, I shall 
also focus on him. The research is based on the Rumuz, the most important biographical 
literature, the information provided by the chains of transmission of al-Badrani, and two 
other Berlin documents dealing with al-Yunini. 20 

i 

Al-Rumuz ‘ala Sahih al-Buhari 

The Rumuz is printed in facsimile at the end of the article. For comparison I took into 
account the Azhar manuscript magamV 225, fol. 103b-105a 21 which I was kindly permitted 
to read in the Azhar library in September 1991. It dates from 1172/1758 and was written by 
the jurisprudent Ahmad al-Suhaymi. 22 

As for the numerals, five is written in two ways, one being the older form shaped like 
the European eight (8), the other the modern Arabic circular form. It even happens that both 
appear in one and the same numeral, 23 in the Berlin manuscript as well as in the Azhar 
manuscript. The modern digit five can be confused with the older form of the zero which is 
likewise a circle. So the zeros in the dates 630 and 320 could also be read as fives 24 It is 
striking that the numerals in most cases are written in both manuscripts in the same way. 
This may be an indication that they were copied from the same book. 

‘All al-Yunini's family and life 

‘All al-Yunini lived in the 7*/13 th century, a time of memorable events in the Islamic 
world: the Reconquista in the West, reducing the Muslim territories in the Iberian 
peninsula to the kingdom of Granada, and the Mongol conquest of the Eastern Islamic lands, 
which extinguished the caliphate of Baghdad. These upheavals brought a considerable 
number of refugees to Egypt and Syria. 25 There, when ‘All was young, the later Ayyubids 
were engaged in internal struggles while the crusaders still held the Latin Kingdom, even 
comprising Jerusalem for more than a decade, as well as the County of Tripoli and the 
Principality of Antioch. They Crusaders were finally expelled by the Mamluks only at the 
end of the century. 

During the first half of al-Yunini's lifetime, Syria was the centre of the Islamic world. 
Sunni Islam had been revitalized through confrontation with Christian expansion. Madrasas 
and schools devoted especially to the learning of hadit were established. In Damascus, the 
first dar al-hadit was founded by the Zangid atabeg Nur al-Din (511-569/1118-1174) and 


18. Abyari 140-141. In El 2 4/736 al-Qastallanl's muqaddima is referred to as a particular treatise on 
hadit, whereas in GAL S 1/262, it is correctly mentioned as the introduction to the Irsad. 

19. For him v. infra note 39. 

20. Cf. note 1. 

21. Fihris 503. 

I 22. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. ‘All al-Suhaymi al-Qala‘wi al-Hasani al-‘Arsi al-Safi‘1 al-Azhari: GAL 

! 2/43 IS 2/456; Kahhala 2/130-131; Zirikli 7 1/243. 

23. V. infra fol. 7a line 20. 

24. V. infra fol. 7a line 17, and fol. 8a line 2. 

j 25. For refugees coming from the Maghreb to Syria v. Pouzet: Maghrebins. 
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have been the last person with an igaz.a of al-Harirl (446-516/1054-1122), 41 the author of the 
famous Maqamat. The renowned jurist Muwaffaq al-Din Ibn Qudama (541-620/1147- 
1223) 42 was Muhammad's teacher of fiqh. 

One of Saraf al-Din ‘All's sisters was married to the governor of Badbakk and Sawbak, 
a certain Aybak (d. 674/1275) 43 The most renowned member of the family, however, was 
his younger brother, the historian Qutb al-Din Abu al-Fath Musa al-Yunini, the author of the 
chronicle Dayl Mir'at al-zaman. He was born in Damascus in 640/1242 and died in 
726/1326 44 

‘All al-Yunini did most of his studies in the Syrian capital. In Ramadan 630/June 1233, 
he stayed together with his father and other scholars in the Damascene citadel in order to 
study Buhari's SahihA 5 Muhammad al-Yunini was on friendly terms with the Ayyubid 
governor of Damascus, al-Asraf I (regn. 625-635/1228-1238). In the same year, 630/1233, 
al-Asraf founded two institutions dedicated to the study of hadit, which both were named 
after him. The sayh of the first Damascene Dar al-hadlt al-asrafiyya , which was situated in 
the centre of the town near the citadel, was the leading Safi‘ite jurist and traditionist, the 
above-mentioned Ibn al-Salah al-Sahrazuri. The second school was built extra muros in the 
suburb of al-Salihiyya on Mount Qasiyun founded by Hanbalite immigrants from Jerusalem 
and other places under Frankish rule 46 It became the preserve of the Hanbalite traditionists 
of the offspring of Ibn Qudama and other Palestinian families 47 Damascus developed under 
the government of al-Asraf into the main cultural and religious centre of the Arab East and 
was only gradually replaced by the capital, Cairo, after the Mamluk victory over the 
Mongols in 658/1260. 


41. Abu Muhammad al-Qasim b. ‘All b. Muhammad al-Hariri al-Basrl: GAL 2 1/325-329 S 1/486-489; 
Kahhala 8/108 13/412; Zirikli 7 5/177-178; El 2 3/221-222. 

42. Muwaffaq al-Din ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad Ibn Qudama: GAL 2 1/502-504 S 1/688-689 S 3/1226; 
Kahhala 6/30-31; Zirikli 7 4/67; El 2 3/842-843. 

43. Dayl Mir'at 3/131-133. This Aybak, a mamluk of the Ayyubid prince al-Salih Isma‘Il b. al-‘Adil 
(d. 648/1251), is not identical — as opposed to the assumption of Pouzet: Damas 87-88 — with the famous 
‘Izz al-Din Abu al-Mansur Aybak al-Mu‘azzamI (d. 646/1248), a mamluk of al-Mu‘azzam ‘Isa b. al-‘Adil 
(d. 624/1227; v. El 2 7/273-274, Haarmann: Altun Han 7-9) and grandfather of the historian Abu Bakr b. 
‘Abd Allah b. Aybak Ibn al-Dawadari (ca. 687-736/1288-1336; v. El 2 3/744). For the genuine Turkish 
origin of Ibn al-Dawadari v. Haarmann loc. cit. 

44. GAL 2 1/425 n° 13, 1, c S 1/589; Kahhala 13/45-46; Zirikli 7 7/328. 

45. Cf. infra fol. 7a line 17-18. The Sahih was transmitted on the authority of Abu al-Waqt al-Harawi 
(458-553/1066-1158; v. infra note 84), the sayh of al-Yuninfs teacher (Ibn) al-Zabidi (546/1151 or 
547/1152-631/1233; v. infra note 82), but not of Ibn al-‘Izz (591-643/1195-1245; v. infra note 108), who 
was present at the reading. So Ibn al-‘Izz was not a transmitter of the Sahih , as the nominative « Abu al- 
‘ Abbas [...] Ibn al-‘Izz » in both of the manuscripts of the Rumuz (v. infra fol. 7a line 11) suggests, but a 
reciter, and the Arabic text has to be read « wa [bi-qira’at] Abi al-‘Abbas [...] ». In our manuscript the six of 
the date is confused with the digit for two. The date in the Azhar manuscript can be read either as 635/1228 or 
as 630/1223 (cf. Irani 4-8). In Ramadan 635/April 1238, the political situation in Damascus was unclear. 
Some days before, the great emirs of the deceased Sultan al-Kamil had gathered in the same place in order to 
elect a new ruler of the city. After the death of his brother al-Asraf, the Egyptian sultan had taken Damascus 
on Gumada 19th, 635/January 7th, 1238 after a siege of nearly two months, but he had died there on Ragab 
21th/March 9th (Humphreys 234-242). I think it is unlikely in this situation that the Sahih was studied in the 
citadel. So the date has to be read Ramadan 630/June 1233. At this date, (Ibn) al-Zabidi was still alive. As we 
know that he lived in the Damascene citadel for some time, I assume that the lectures took place in his 
presence. 

46. For the development of this suburb v. Miura. 

47. Humphreys 211; Pouzet: Damas 188-189. The Banu Qudama, though called Maqdisi, did not 
originate from Jerusalem but from the region of Nablus, cf. Drory 98; Miura 132-133. 
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About the other stations of ‘All al-Yuninl's life, we only have incidental information. 
After the year 640/1242, he travelled to Egypt five times in order to improve his knowledge 
in hadit. 4& He refers to his sojourn in Cairo in 661/1263 in the Rumuz. 49 Apart from that, he 
seems to have spent most of his life in Syria. He visited Hama at least twice : in the year 
671/1272, in order to teach the Sahih there, 50 and one year later, on Ramadan 9 th , 
672/March 19 th , 1274, to attend a recitation by the poet Sadid al-Din Abu al-‘Abbas al-Hidr 
b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. al-Hidr al-Sayh al-Salih (584-681/1188-1283) in the Hanqah al- 
Nuriyya, as his brother informs us. 51 His place of residence, however, was Ba‘lbakk, where 
he attracted travelling students. Nevertheless, he also went to Damascus to teach. 52 Al- 
Yunlnl had just returned from one of these journeys on Friday, Ramadan 5 th , 701/May 4 th , 
1302, and was in the library of his house 53 in Ba‘lbakk when a certain Musa al-Misri al-Nasif 
entered the room, drew a knife and stabbed him. He died from his wounds a few days later, 
on Thursday, Ramadan 11 th /May 10 th . 54 He was buried in his native town at Bab Batha’. 55 
Nothing is known about the motive for this murder. Sources suggest that it was the deed of a 
madman. 

As a teacher of hadit, al-Yunlni's influence seems to have been rather limited. 
Nevertheless, some of his pupils are known to us : apart from his son ‘Abd al-Qadir 
(672/1272 or 682/1283 or 683/1284-747/1346), 56 his most prominent disciples were al- 
Birzall (665-739/1267-1339) 57 and al-Dahabl (673-748/1274-1348), 58 both authors of 
biographical encyclopaedias, but less influential as traditionists. 

In Hama in 671/1272, al-Yuninl taught the Sahih before a group of disciples, of whom a 
certain Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman Ibn Qurnas and his father are named in a certificate 
of audition. 59 Among his Damascene pupils was ‘All b. Ayyub al-Maqdisi (approx. 666- 
748/1267-1347), 60 later a teacher in Jerusalem, who suffered in his last years from mental 
derangement except during sessions of hadit lecturing, as his biographer assures us. In 


48. Hanabila 345. 

49. V. infra fol. 7b, line 10. 

50. Berlin manuscript Spr. 908, fol. 47a. 

51. Dayl Mir'at 4/169. 

52. Durar 3/172; manuscript Berlin WE 160 (Ahlwardt n° 1147), fol. 2a. 

53. According to Hanabila 346, it was the library of the Hanbalite Mosque. The statement of the existence 
of this library by Eche 248 is based on this passage in Hanabila. 

54. Bidaya 14/20; Hanabila 346; Sadarat 6/3. Durar 3/171-172 gives Ramadan, 10* as the date of his 
death; Wafi 21/421 and Tali 346 without date. 

55. Bidaya 14/20. 

56. Muhyi al-Din Abu Muhammad ‘Abd al-Qadir b. ‘All b. Muhammad al-Yunini al-Ba‘lbakkI al-Hanafi: 
Vajda 223-225. 

57. ‘Alam al-Din Abu Muhammad al-Qasim b. Muhammad b. Yusuf al-Birzali al-Safi‘i: GAL 2 2/45 S 
2/34-35; Kahhala 8/124-125; Zirikli 7 5/182; Efi 1/1238-1239. 

58. Sams al-Din Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Utman b. Qaymaz al-Dahabi al-Dimasqi al- 
Safi‘i: GAL 2 2/57-60 S 2/45-47; Kahhala 8/289-291; Zirikli 7 5/326; EL 1 2/214-216. 

59. The certificate is preserved on the last page of the treatise al-Iman al-tamm bi-Muhammad ‘alay-hi 
al-salam of ‘Ali b. Ahmad b. Hasan al-Hirali al-Maliki (d. 637/1239; GAL 2 1/527 S 1/735; Kahhala 7/13; 
Zirikli 7 4/256-257) in Berlin, Spr. 908, fol. 47a (Ahlwardt n° 150). It was copied in Ragab 721/July-August 
1321. Cf. the description of the manuscript by Ahlwardt n° 1743.1 was unable to find any information about 
this Magd al-Din Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Izz al-Din Abi al-Farag ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad b. 
‘Abd al-Rahman Ibn Qurnas al-Haza’i al-HamawI al-Safi‘I or his father. 

60. ‘Ala’ al-Din Abu al-Hasan ‘All b. Ayyub b. Mansur al-Safi‘I al-Maqdisi: SafViyya 3/40-41. The 
lecture was after the year 686/1287, manuscript Berlin WE 160 (Ahlwardt n° 1147), fol. lb-2a. 
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735/1334, the historian and geographer Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Maqdisi al-Hawwasi (714- 
765/1314-1364) 61 read al-Buhari's book before ‘All al-Maqdisi in the Aqsa Mosque. 
Twenty-two years later, in 757/1356, Ahmad transmitted the Sahih to an anonymous person 
in the Madrasa al-Tankiziyya® 2 in Jerusalem. At this date, this chain of transmitters of Ali 
al-Yunini's tradition comes to an end. It is noted down in a Berlin manuscript of the 
Sahih, copied approximately in 900/1494. 63 

A longer isncicfi^ leads from ‘All al-Yunini to al-Qastallani via the inspector of the 
Syrian treasury, Ibn al-Sayragl (682-770/1283-1368) 65 and two younger traditionists. Ibn 
al-Sayragl was also among the teachers of Ibn Katir (701-774/1301-1373), 66 the author of 
the chronicle al-Bidaya wa al-nihaya, and of Zayn al-DIn ‘Abd al-Rahim al- Iraqi (725- 
806/1325-1404). 67 This most influential muhaddit studied also with two other pupils of al- 
Yunini, i.e. the judge ‘Umar Ibn Zabatir (d. 764/1362)68 an d Ahmad Ibn al-Guwahi 
(673/1274 or 683/1284-764/1362), 69 who had given up his function in the army and devoted 
his life to the study of hadit. Both are named in the list of sayh-s of the Jerusalem jurist al- 
Qibabi (748-838/1348-1434) 70 together with three other pupils of al-Yunini: the Ba‘lbakk 
civilian supervisor of the army office (na^ir al-gays ), Sulayman al-BaTi (b. after 670/1271- 
755/1354), 71 the Damascene teacher and mu’addin at the Umayyad Mosque, Ahmad al- 
Sahyuni (682-761/1283-1359) 72 and the wall al-hisba of Damascus, Ibn al-‘Afif (693- 
764/1293-1362). 73 

‘Ali al-Yunini's teachers 

‘All al-Yuninfs first teacher was his father, who taught not only his sons but also his 
two daughters, among other pupils 74 


61. Sihab al-DIn Abu Mahmud Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Safi‘I al-Maqdisi al-Hawwasi: GAL 2 
2/162 S 2/162; Kahhala 2/160; Zirikll 7 1/224. 

62. This madrasa, built on the orders of the Mamluk viceroy of Syria, Tankiz al-Nasirl, was completed in 
729/1328, MAE 2/132. 

63. Berlin manuscript WE. 160, fol. 2a (Ahlwardt n° 1147). 

64. Cf. Flick Tafel III. 

65. ‘Imad al-DIn Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Abi al-Barakat Musa b. Sulayman b. Muhammad al- 
Ansari al-Dimasql Ibn al-Sayragl: Durar 5/38. 

66 . ‘Imad al-DIn Abu al-Fida’ Isma‘11 b. ‘Umar Ibn Katlr al-Qurasi al-BusrawI al-Safi‘i: GAL 2 2/60-66 S 
2/48-49; Kahhala 2/283-284 13/373; Zirikll 7 1/320; El 2 3/817-818. 

67. For him v. infra note 206. 

68 . Zayn al-DIn Abu al-Faqlh ‘Umar b. Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. Mahmud (Muhammad) Ibn Zabatir 
(Batir, Ribat) al-Dimasql al-Hanball al-Qadi: Durar 3/267; Sadarat 6/202; Sublet 65. 

69. Badr al-DIn Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Mahmud (Muhammad) Ibn al-Zuqaq 
Ibn al-Guwahi al-Ma‘arri al-Dimasql: Durar 1/165-166; Zirikll 7 1/223-224; Sublet 35. 

70. Zayn al-DIn Aba Zayd ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Qibabl al-Misri al-Hanball: 
Z)aw’4/113-114; Sublet 20-21. 

71. Saraf al-DIn Sulayman b. Ahmad b. Hasan b. Ahmad al-BaTI al-Dimasql: Durar 2/240; Sublet 64. 

72. Ahmad b. Ibrahim b. ‘All b. Hidr al-Sahyunl al-Dimasql al-Haskafi al-SafiT: Durar 1/97-98; Sublet 
33. 

73. Badr al-DIn Ahmad (Muhammad) b. Ishaq b. Yahya Ibn al-‘Afif al-Amidl al-Dimasql: Durar 1/110; 
Sublet 33. 

74. Wdfi 2/121. 
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Like many other traditionists, ‘All began his education very early in life. By the age of 
three or even less he attended lectures ( sami'a hudur art ) 75 given by the traditionist and jurist 
Baha’ al-Din al-MaqdisI (555/1160 or 556/1161-624/1227) ? 6 in BaTbakk. 77 Together with 
his father, Baha’ had emigrated from his native village in the district of Nablus for fear of 
the Franks, first to Damascus and then to Egypt. In 572/1174, he went to Baghdad and later 
returned to Syria. He lived in Damascus, Nablus, and Ba'lbakk. and finally Damascus again, 
gathering students around himself. Baha’ is known as commentator of the Hanbalite manual 
Kitab al-muqni ‘ of his teacher Muwaffaq al-Din Ibn Qudama 78 and the Kitdb al-‘umda 
about religious observances written by the same author. 

In Ba’lbakk al-Yunini also heard a certain ‘Abd al-Wahid b. Abi al-MD’W al-Irbili, 79 
and Ibn Rawaha (560-646/1164-1248), 80 whose father had been a prisoner of the Franks in 
Sicily who, after his release, had gone to Alexandria. There he let his son hear the famous 
Persian scholar al-Silafi (478/1085 or earlier-576/1180). 81 Al-Silafi taught for more than 
sixty years in Alexandria at a madrasa built for him by a Fatimid emir, which was the centre 
of transmission of his times. Sultan Salah al-Din (532-589/1138-1193) and his brother j 
participated in his gatherings. Ibn Rawaha later turned from Egypt to Syria, lecturing in j 
various towns. ‘All al-Yunini's Damascene teachers are : 

— (Ibn) al-Zabldl (546/1151 or 547/1152-631/1233). 82 He lectured in his native city of 
Baghdad until al-Asraf called him to Damascus, where he lived and taught in the citadel 
before he moved to the Dar al-hadit al-asrafiyya. Finally he returned to Baghdad again. 
Another of his pupils was ‘All al-Yunini’s father. 83 (Ibn) al-Zabidi had studied under Abu al- 
Waqt al-Harawi (458-553/1066-1158), 84 « the last editor of Buharl, who was steeped in the 
living tradition of the theological instruction as it flourished in the mosques and madrasas of j 
mediaeval Islam ». 85 J 


75. Wdfi 21/421. J 

76. Baha’ al-Din Abu Muhammad ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Ibrahim b. Ahmad al-MaqdisI al-Hanball: Siyar ! 

22/269-271; Wdfi 1 8/96; Kahhala 5/112; Zirikll 7 3/292. ' ' | 

77. Hanabila 345. jj 

78. V. supra note 42. { 

79. Under this name in Hanabila 345; in Durar 3/172 and Wdfi 21/421, only called al-Irbili. Siyar ji 

22/395-396 mentions Abu al-Husayn al-Yunini as a pupil of the rather obscure scholar Fahr al-Din Abu ‘Abd I 
Allah Muhammad b. Ibrahim b. Musallam al-Irbili al-Sufi (559/1163 or 565/1169-633/1236), a transmitter of j 
the traditionist and historian of Damascus, al-Hafiz Abu al-Qasim ‘All Ibn ‘Asakir (499-571/1106-1176; for f 
him v. infra note 96). Another individual, namely Saraf al-Din Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Husayn b. Ibrahim b. al- I 
Husayn al-Hadbani al-Irbili al-Safi‘1 al-Lugawi (568-656/1172-1258), may also come into question, for f 
‘All's brother Qutb al-Din Musa al-Yunini is named among his ruwat. This Irbili transmitted from Abu Tahir • 
Barakat al-Husu‘I. For al-Husu‘1 v. supra note 40. For two younger Irbilis v. Pouzet: Hermeneutique 14. 

80. ‘Izz al-Din Abu al-Qasim ‘Abd Allah b. al-Husayn b. ‘Abd Allah Ibn Rawaha al-Ansari al-Hazragi al- I 
Sami al-Hamawi al-Safii: Siyar 23/261-262; Wdfi 17/144-145; Hanabila 345; Sadarat 5/234. 

81. ‘Irnad al-Din Abu Tahir Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Isfahani al-Silafi: Wafayat 1/105-107; I 
Tadkira 4/1298; Siyar 21/5-39; Wdfi 7/351-356; GAL 2 1/450 S 1/624; Kahhala 2/75-76; Zirikli 7 1/215-216. f 

82. Sirag al-Din Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Husayn b. Abi Bakr al-Mubarak b. Muhammad (Ibn) al-Zabidi al- 
Bagdadi al-Hanbali: Hanabila 188-189; Siyar 22/357; Wdfi 13/30-31; Sadarat 5/144; Zirikli 7 2/235. 

83. V. infra the transmission of the handexemplar. 

84. Abu al-Waqt ‘Abd al-Awwal b. ‘Isa b. Su‘ayb al-Sigzi al-Harawi: Wafayat 3/226-227; Siyar 20/303- 
311; Wdfi 18/10-11. 

85. Fuck 79. 
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-Ibn al-Lattl (545-635/1151-1238), 86 who lived mainly in his native city of Baghdad, 
but also taught in Aleppo, Damascus and Karak. As a young boy, Ibn al-Lattl heard the late 
Abu al-Waqt, and so he constitutes a second link between ‘All al-Yunini and this important 
transmitter; 

-Abu Sadiq Ibn Sabbah al-Misri (541-632/1146-1235), 87 one of the suhud al-hizana 
of Damascus; 

— Al-Hamadani (546-636/1151-1238), 88 a scholar of Iranian origin, who was born in 
Egypt and lived in Damascus. He was a transmitter of his fellow-countryman al-Silafl; 

— Mukram 89 Ibn Abl al-Saqr (548-635/1153-1238), 90 a merchant and collector of 
hadit- s, who visited Egypt several times; 

-Abu Nasr Ibn al-Sirazi (549-635/1146-1238), 91 qadi of Syria and professor at the 
Madrasat al- ‘Imad and later at the Samiyya al-kubra in Damascus, who had an igaza from 
Abu al-Waqt among others; 

— Al-Asraf I (576-635/1180-1237), 92 the governor of Damascus. He had met the 
above-mentioned Hanbalite (Ibn) al-Zabidi in Baghdad and taken him along to Damascus. 
Al-Asraf heard al-Buhari's SahIh in eight days from al-Zabidi, most probably in Ramadan- 
Sawwal 630/June-July 123 3. 93 ‘Ali al-Yunini is referred to as al-Asraf s only transmitter. 94 

All of his Egyptian teachers were, as far as we know, students of al-Silafi, like Ibn al- 
Gummayzi (558-649/1163-1252), 95 who was also a pupil of the Damascene historian Ibn 
‘Asakir (499-571/1106-1176) 96 and himself a teacher in Damascus, Mecca, and finally in 
Cairo. Presumably it was in Alexandria that al-Yunini heard Ibn Rawag (554-648/1159- 
1251). 97 The last of these is the traditionist and biographer al-Mundiri (581-656/1185- 


86. Abu al-Munagga ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Umar b. ‘All al-Bagdadi al-Harimi al-Tahiri al-Qazzaz Ibn al-Latti: 
Siyar 23/15-17; Wafi 111312-, Zirikli 7 4/110; MAL 1/61. Probably not related to the Damascene Banu 
Munagga, cf. supra note 32. 

87. Abu Sadiq al-Hasan b. Yahya Ibn Sabbah al-Qurasi al-Mahzumi al-Misri al-Katib: Siyar 22/372-373; 
Wafi 12/304-305. This sayh is missing in Hanabila, where a certain Ibn al-Salah is listed, perhaps being 
confused with Ibn al-Sabbah. 

88. Abu al-Fadl Ga‘far b. ‘All b. Hibat Allah al-Hamadani al-Iskandarani al-Malikl: Siyar 23/36-39; Wafi 
11/117; Kahhala 3/142. 

89. Vocalized this way in Siyar. 

90. Abu al-Fadl Mukram b. Muhammad b. Hamza Ibn Abl al-Saqr al-Qurasi al-Dimasqi al-Tagir al-Saffar: 
Siyar 23/34. 

91. Abu Nasr Muhammad b. Hibat Allah b. Muhammad Ibn al-Sirazi al-Dimasqi al-Safi‘i: Siyar 23/31; 
Wafi 5/157-158. 

92. Muzaffar al-Din Abu al-Fath Musa al-Asraf I b. al-‘Adil: Wafayat 5/330-336; Siyar 22/122-127; 
Biddya 13/146-149; Sadardt 5/175-176. 

93. Wafi 13/30-31. The reading was finished in Sawwal. I conjecture that it was the lecturing which al- 
Yunini also attended (v. supra note 45). 

94. Siyar 22/123. 

95. Baha’ al-Din Abu al-Hasan ‘All b. Hibat Allah b. Salama al-Misri al-Safi‘i Ibn al-Gummayzi: Siyar 
23/253-254. 

96. Abu al-Qasim ‘All b. Hasan b. Hibat Allah Ibn ‘Asakir al-SafiT: Wafayat 3/309-311; Tadkira 
4/1328-1334; Siyar 20/554-571; GAL 2 1/403 S 1/566-567; El 2 3/713; Kahhala 7/69-70; Zirikli 7 4/273-274; 
Pouzet: Descendence. 

97. Rasid al-Din Abu Muhammad ‘Abd al-Wahhab Ibn Rawag al-Iskandarani al-Maliki al-Gawsani: Siyar 
23/237-238, where al-Yunini is not mentioned among his pupils. Only Wafi names Ibn Rawag as al-Yunini's 
teacher in the latter's biography, but the Ibn Rawah of Hanabila presumedly is the same personality. 
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1258), 98 who was probably visited by al-Yunim in Cairo. Al-Mundiri was a teacher there for 
more than twenty years. But it was in Damascus that al-Yunini maintained the most fruitful 
relations. There he met the famous grammarian Gamal al-Din Ibn Malik (600 or 601- 
672/1203 or 1204-1275). 99 It was in cooperation with him that he provided the text of 

Buharfs Sahih. 100 

The transmission of al-Yunini's handexemplar 101 

In his efforts to correct later additions to, or omissions from al-Buhari s Sahih as well 
as misreadings, al-Yunini endeavoured to go back to the original as close as possible. Al- 
Buhari's most important disciple, the principal transmitter of the first layer , 102 was al- 
Firabrl (231-320/845-932). 103 Al-Yunini tried to establish his text by comparison with the 
traditions of his pupils, mainly of Ibn Hammuwayhi al-Hamawi (293-381/905-991), 104 al- 
Mustamli (d. 376/986), 105 and Abu Haytam al-Kusmihani (d. 389/999) 106 ("second layer"). 
He noted down in his handexemplar the variants of readings and marked them by special 
abbreviations. 

The handexemplar reflected the tradition of al-Firabri's pupil Ibn Hammuwayhi. He 
received ( ahbara-ni bi-hi) this text from his teacher (Ibn) al-Zabidi through the reading ( bi- 
qira’a) of four scholars in the course of the above-mentioned session in the citadel of 
Damascus during Ramadan 630/June 1233.107 One of the scholars was his father, while the 
other three belonged to the Banu Qudama clan : Ibn al-Tzz (591 -643/1195-1245), 1138 his 
cousin Saraf al-Din Abu Muhammad al-Hasan al-Maqdisi (605-659/1208-60), 109 and the 
calligrapher and author Sayf al-Din Ahmad al-Maqdisi (605-643/1208-1245).no The latter 
descended from the famous Muwaffaq al-Din Ibn Qudama, the other two were grandsons of 


98 Zaki al-Din Abu Muhammad ‘Abd al-‘Azim b. ‘Abd al-Qawi al-Mundiri al-Sami al-Safi‘i: Siyar 
23/319-322; Sdfi'iyya 2/140-142; GAL 2 l/452-'453 S 1/627; Kahhala 5/264-265; Zirikli 7 4/30. 

99. Gamal al-Din Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad Ibn Malik: GAL 2 1/359-363 S 1/521-527; El 1 
3/861-862; Kahhala 10/234; Zirikli 7 6/233-234; Pouzet: Deux grammairiens. 

100. V. infra note 168. 

101. Described in Rumuz , v. infra fol. 7a line 6-25. 

102. For the classification of the transmission into different "layers" v. Flick, op. cit. 

103. Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b, Yusuf b. Matar al-Firabri: Wafayat 4/290; Siyar 15/10-13; Waft 
5/245; Fuck 62; GAS 1/117; Zirikli 7 7/148. 

104. Abu Muhammad ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad Ibn Hammuwayhi al-Hamawi al-Sarahsi: Siyar 16/492-493; 
Wafi 17/45. For the manuscript of the Sahih, which Ibn Hammuwayhi read in Herat in 373/983 v. a note in 

MAD 1/88. u , , „ 

105. Abu Ishaq Ibrahim b. Ahmad b. Ibrahim al-Balhi al-Mustamli; Siyar 16/492; Fuck 64; Kahhala 1/3; 


Zirikli 7 1/28-29. 

106. Abu Haytam Muhammad b. al-Makkl al-Kusmihani: Siyar 16/491-492; 


Wafi 5/57-58; Fuck 64; 


Kahhala 12/49. 


107. V. infra fol. 7a line 6-25. For the date v. supra note 45. 

108. Taqi al-Din Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Gani b. ‘Abd al-Wahid b. ‘All b. Surur 
al-Maqdisi al-Salihi, known as Ibn al-‘Izz: Siyar 23/212; Hanabila 2/232-233. 

109. Saraf al-Din Abu Muhammad al-Hasan b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Gani al-Maqdisi: Wafi 12/91-92: 
Hanabila 2/273. 

110. Savf al-Din Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Isa b. ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Muhammad Ibn Qudama al- 
Maqdisi: Hanabila 2/240-241; Tadkira 4/1446; Siyar 23/118-119; Wafi 7/273; Kahhala 2/39; Drory 105, e 
and table 1. 
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his maternal cousin, the pugnacious Hanbalite ‘Abd al-Ganl al-Maqdisi al-Gamma‘IlI (541- 
600/1146-1203), 111 who was ousted from Damascus after being accused of heresy. 

(Ibn) al-Zabidi's transmission of the Sahih goes back to Ibn Hammuwayhi via two 
muhadditun : in 553/1158, he read the text before Abu al-Waqt, who read it in Busang 112 
before al-Dawudi (374-467/984-1075),"3 who in Safar 381/April 991 read it before Ibn 
Hammuwayhi. So the handexemplar had a relatively "high" isnad. Since the readers of the 
Sahih, in (Ibn) al-Zabidi's circle did not function as al-Yunlnl's transmitters, the chain 
contains only five links between him and al-Buhari. 

Confirming the lineage from Abu al-Waqt to al-Buhari, al-Yunini adduces the 
testimony of another student of the former, Abu Muhammad ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd Allah 
(b.?) ‘Atiq b. Baqa’ 114 al-Bagdadi. 1 *5 

The versions of the Sahih with which al-Yunini compared his handexemplar 

1 st 116 _ Taking the text of Ibn Hammuwayhi as the starting point, al-Yunini compared 
the Sahih with the version of al-Firabri's pupil al-Kusmihani. In 661/1262, al-Yunini read 
the whole Sahih before the late Darir (572-661/1176-1263) 117 from the handexemplar of 
the latter ( asl sama‘i-hi). Al-Darir was a son-in-law of the famous Satibi (538-590/1144- 
1194) 118 and, as al-Yunini points out, the greatest reciter of the Qur’an in Egypt. He 
transmitted from three sayh-s: the first, the Cairene al-Busiri (500/1107 or 505/1112- 
598/1201) , one of al-Silafl's students, who was the sole transmitter of certain hadit- s. 

His sayh-s were the grammarian al-Sa‘Idi al-Nahwi (420-520/1030-1126) 12 o and Abu Sadiq 
al-Madani (d. 517/1123), 121 one of al-Silafl's teachers; the second, al-Artahl (507-601/1113- 
1205) 122 from Artah near Aleppo, 12 3 who settled in Egypt and lectured on the basis of an 


111. Taqi al-Din Abu Muhammad ‘Abd al-Gani b. ‘Abd al-Wahid b. ‘AH b. Surur al-Maqdisi al- 
Gamma ill: GAL 2 1/437 S 1/605; Kahhala 5/275-276; Zirikli 7 4/34; Drory 105-106, f; for the relation of Ibn 
Qudama and ‘Abd al-Gani al-Maqdisi v. Pouzet: Damas 86. Three manuscripts written by him or read before 
him are dealt with by Leder. The Diya’iyya madrasa had been endowed with these manuscripts which are 
now preserved in the Syrian National Library, v. infra note 151. 

112. Situated near Herat, cf. Yaqut 2/304-305. In both of our manuscripts miswritten as Bu Sayh. The 
year is given in manuscript Berlin as Du al-Qa‘da 465/Juli 1073, and appears in manuscript Azhar mistakenly 
as Du al-Qa‘da 495/August 1102. 

113. Abu al-Hasan ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad b. Muzaffar al-Dawudi: Siyar 18/222-226- Wdfi 

18/252-253; Kahhala 5/192. ' 

114. Bafa in manuscript Azhar. 

115. V. infra fob 8a line 4-5. Maybe this obscure scholar is the son (or grandson?) of ‘Atiq b. Baqa’, 
teacher of a certain muhaddit who deceased in 685/128, cf. Day! Mir’at 4/301. 

116. Described in Rumiiz, v. infra fol. 7b line 7, fob 8a line 6. 

117. Kamal al-Din Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali b. Suga‘ b. Salim al-‘Abbasi al-Misri al-Darir: Wdfi 21/152-153. 

118. Abu al-Qasim al-Qasim b. Firroh al-Satibi: El 4/362-363; GAL 2 1/520-522 S 1/725-727; Kahhala 
8/110-111; Zirikli 7 5/180. His two poems about the recitation of the Qur’an, Hirz al-amdni wa wagh al- 
tahani, also called al-Satibiyya, and ‘Aqilat atrab al-qasa'id fi asna al-maqasid are widespread and often 
commented. 

119. Abu al-Qasim Hibat Allah b. ‘Ali b. Su‘ud al-Ansari al-Hazragi al-Busiri: Wafdydt 6/67-69- Siyar 

21/390-392; Kahhala 13/142; Zirikli 7 8/75. ' ' 

120. Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Barakat b. Hilal al-Sa‘idi al-Sufi al-Nahwi: Siyar 19/455-456- Wdfi 

2/247; GAL 2 S 2/987; Kahhala 9/101; Zirikli 7 6/51. ' ’ 

121. AbQ Sadiq Mursid b. Yahya b. Qasim al-Madani: Wafdydt 6/67; Siyar 19/475-476. 

122. Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Hamd b. Hamid al-Hanbali al-Artahi al-Misri: Wafdydt 3/419; Siyar 
21/415-416. One of his pupils was al-Yunini's sayh Zaki al-Din al-Mundiri, cf. supra note 98. 

123. Yaqut 1/177. 
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imza from al-Farra’ (433-519/1041-1125)124; and the third, Abu Muhammad Abd a- 
Rahman b. ‘Abd Allah (b.7) ‘Atlq b. Baqa’ al-Bagdadi. He obtained the Sahib from Abu al- 
Waat while the lineage of al-Darir's other teachers went back through the famous Karima 
al-Marwaziyya (d. 463/1070)125 t0 al-Kusmlhani. Karima heard al-Kusmihani in Gumada 
389/April 999. She attracted numerous pupils in Mecca. There al-Sa‘idi read be ore er in 
the year 456/1064 and Abu Sadiq the next year, 457, in Sawwal/September 10 . 

2 nd 127 _ Where discrepancies existed between the texts of al-Kusmiham and Ibn 
Hammuwayhi, al-Yunini further consulted a manuscript which the Hanqah al-Sumaysati in 
Damascusi2 g was endowed with. This copy of the Sahlh too, contained the^ version f 
Karima al-Marwaziyya from al-Kusmihani. It was read by al-Sam am (506-562/1113- 
1167) 129 the author of the Kitdb al-ansdb as well as of a treatise on the methods of teac mg 
and studying, before Abu al-Waqt in Hurasan. In this book, the differences between the 
reading of t£ latter and that of Karima were noted down. Al-Yunini marked the. variants 
this manuscript, which was also read to him (asl samd% alluding to al-Sam am s honorific 

epithet a/s^q/j^by^the^hani^ tradition wag also incorp0 rated into the transmission of Abu 
Darr 1355-434/966-1 042 ),i 32 who had studied the Sahlh under him as well as under al- 
§Z vs pupil Ibn Hammuwayhi and al-Mustamli. The differences in .he readings o his 
teS were noted by Abo Darr in his ,exf So Ms efforts « amount to e« 
verifiable attempt to establish a critical edition of the Sahlh ». 13 Al-Yunini used a 
manuscript of Abu Darr's tradition, which was read before the calligrapher, reciter of e 
Su™ n a^d .eacher'of al-Silafi, Ibn al-Hutay’a (478-560/1085-1164) who had .ravelled 
from his native town, Fez, to Egypt, Mecca, and Syria, and finally settled in Cairo. Ibn al- 
Hutay’a had received the Sahih from Muhammad al-Hadrami, 135 who had got it from 


' 124. Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali b/al-Husayn b. 'Uma, al-Farrah Siyar 191500-501- He had come from Mosul 1. 

Eg S- Umm al-Kiram Karim, bint Ahmad al-Marwaziyya: Siyar 18/233-234; Flick 69; ZiriklF 5/225- 
126. V. infra fol. 7b line 23-24. 

197 Described in Rumuz, v. infra 'fol. 8a line 6-13. * 

98 Re former house of the Damascene geometrician and astronomer Abu al-Qasim ‘All b. Muhammad 

7/1024-1025. Cf. also Sam‘anl: Methodik. His presence in the Dar al -S uma y s ^ 1 f f ^° 1/7 4 CUmen C Y 
igdza, dated Du al-Higga 20th, 535/July 27th, 1141, for another work of tradition, UAL HI A. 

130. V. infra fol. 6b line 9 and 12, fol. 8b line 5. 

131. Described in Rumuz, v. infra fol. 8a line 13-19. 

132. Abu Darr ‘Abd b. Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Harawi: Siyar 17/554-563; Fuck 72-75, GAS / , 

Kahhala 6/32f Zirikl F 3/269. 

134. AMafr Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad Ibn al-Hutay’a: Wafdydt 1/170-171; Siyar 20/344- 

348 13 rAb 7 u /12 Abd 2 Allah Muhammad b. Mansur al-Hadrami is only mentioned in Siyar 20/345 (as al- 
Hutay’a’s teacher). 
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al-Qasim ‘Abd al-Galll b. Abi Sa‘id , 136 who had obtained it from Abu Darr. Al-Yunini 
prized this manuscript for its correctness and thoroughness as did the muhaddit al-Sarifmi 
(581-641/1185-1243), 137 who had studied in the eastern lands of the Islamic world and 
finally died in Damascus, and whom al-Yunini calls « our sayh ». Its variants are marked in 
al-Yuninl's text by the isolated version of the letter ha’. m 

4 th 139 _ i n addition, al-Yunini was told ( ahbara-ni ) the tradition of Abu Darr by his 
teacher al-Hamadanl from al-Silafi , 140 who had an igaz.a from the Andalusian Qadi ‘Iyad 
(476-544/1083-1149), 141 the author of the renowned paraenetic poem about the observances 
of a Muslim towards the Prophet Muhammad entitled al-Sifa’ bi-ta‘rif huquq al-Mustafa. 
In Cordoba, Qadi ‘Iyad heard Ibn Sukkara (ca. 454-514/1062-1120), 142 a student of the 
distinguished Andalusian theologian al-Bagl (403-474/1013-1081), 143 who stayed for three 
years in Mecca, where he attended Abu Darr's lectures. Through Ibn Sukkara and al-Bagi 
Abu Darr's tradition of the Sahih became the one preferred in Spain . 144 

These were the ways of transmission by which al-Yunini endeavoured to trace the 
versions of Ibn Hammuwayhi as conveyed by Abu Darr, al-Mustamli, and al-Kusmihani. 
For the variants of each of them, he used the initial versions of the letters ha’ for Ibn 
Hammuwayhi, sin 145 for al-Mustamli, and ha’ for al-Kusmihani, combining the letters 
where necessary. He wrote the abbreviation either over the word in question or in the 
margin. Where a word was missing in one of the texts, he added la to the abbreviation. In 
cases where all three sayh- s of Abu Darr diverged from his handexemplar, he wrote the 
variants in the margin together with sahha. 146 

5 th 147 _ Beyond these three witnesses of the "second layer", al-Yunini consulted the 
testimony of two others, namely al-Firabri's disciples al-Marwazi (301 -371 /913-982) 148 and 
Abu Ahmad Muhammad b. Muhammad b. MakkI al-Gurgani (d. 373/983). 149 They were the 


136. This obscure individual must be much older than the only traditionist with a similar name I could 
find, the teacher of al-SanTani, Abu Muhammad ‘Abd al-Galil b. Abi Sa‘id al-Mu‘addil Musnid Harat (470- 
562/1078-1166); Tadkira 4/1318; Siyar 20/451. 

137. Taqi al-Din Abu Ishaq Ibrahim b. Muhammad b. al-Azhar al-Sarifini al-Hanbali: Siyar 23/89-90; 
Wdfi 6/141; Hanabila 2/227-230. 

138. V. infra fol. 6b line 9,11 and 21; fol. 8b line 1. 

139. Described in Rumuz, v. infra fol. 8b line 26; fol. 9a line 3. 

140. For these two v. supra. 

141. Qadi ‘Iyad b. Musa b. ‘Iyad al-Yahsubl: Wafayat 3/483-485; Tadkira 4/1304-1307; Siyar 20/212- 

, 217; Wdfi 3/483-485; GAL 2 1/455-456 S 1/630-632; Kahhala 8/16-17; Zirikli 7 5/99; El 2 4/289-290. 

142. Abu ‘AH al-Husayn b. Muhammad b. Fira al-Sadafi Ibn Sukkara: Siyar 19/376-378; Wdfi 13/43-44; 
Kahhala 4/56; Zirikli 7 2/255; Flick 77; El 2 8/707-708. 

j 143. Abu al-Walid Sulayman b. Halaf b. Sa‘d al-Bagi: Wafayat 2/408-409; Siyar 18/535-545; Wdfi 
15/372-374; GAL 2 1/534 S 1/743-744; Kahhala 4/261-262; Zirikli 7 3/125; Efi 1/864-865. 

144. Fuck 73-74. 

| 145. Al-QastallanI ( Irsad 34) reads it as sin-ta'. 

I 146. V. infra fol. 6b line 9; fol. 7a line 5, where the choice of these letters and details of usage are 

j explained. Cf. also Fuck 80-81. 

! 147. Described in Rumuz, v. infra fol. 8a line 19-23. 

148. Abu Zayd Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Marwazi: Wafayat 4/208-209; Siyar 12/313-315; 

) Wdfi 2/71-72; Fuck 65. 
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sayh-s of the Andalusian muhaddit and jurist al-Asili (314-392/926-1002), 150 who heard the 
Sahih in Mecca and Baghdad before al-Marwazi and also in Baghdad before al-Gurgani. In 
theMadrasa al-Diya’iyya in Damascus , 151 al-Yunini found a manuscript endowed to it which 
contained al-Asili's tradition together with marginalia written by the greatest muhaddit of 
his time in the'Maghrib, Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr (368-463/978-1071). 152 For the variants taken 
from this volume, al-Yunini choose the letter sad. 153 

6 th 154 _ The tradition of al-Asili was verified by the transmission that ‘Ali al-Yunini 
obtained ( ahbara-ni ) from his father, related by al-Husu i 155 on the basis of an igaza of Ibn 
‘Attab (433-520/1041-1126), 156 who for his part had a licence from Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr and 
was himself a teacher of Qadi ‘Iyad al-Yahsubi. In this instance, Ibn ‘Attab transmitted on the 
one hand from his own father Abu ‘Abd Adah Muhammad (383-462/994-1069), 157 who got 
the Sahih from al-Asili's pupil al-Wasitl (d. 437/1045). I5 » On the other hand, he had 
obtained an igaza from a certain Abu ‘Abd Allah b. Nabat , 159 another immediate disciple of 
al-Asili. 

7 th 160 _ Finally, al-Yunini attended lectures ( haddata-ni ) from the handexemplar of 
the Damascene historian Ibn ‘Asakir (499-571/1106-1176) 161 by Ibn Allan al-Qaysi (573- 
652/1177-1254) 162 on the basis of an igaza. He is known for being the only disciple of the 
historian Ibn Hallikan (608-681/1211-1281). 1 ® This manuscript was further transmitted to 
al-Yunini (haddata-ni) by ‘Ali Ibn ‘Asakir's nephew and pupil Zayn al-Umana’ al-Hasan 


150. Abu Muhammad ‘Abd Allah b. Ibrahim b. Muhammad al-Asili: Ibn al-Faradi 1/290-291; Tadkira 
3/1024; Siyar 16/560; Wafi 17/7. 

151. This madrasa had been erected by Diya’ al-Din Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Wahid b. 
Ahmad al-Maqdisi al-Gamma‘ili al-Dimasqi al-Salihi al-Hanbali (569-643/1173-1245; Siyar 23/126-130, 
Wafl 4/65-66; GAL 2 1/504 S 1/690; Kahhala 10/263-264; Zirikli 7 6/255; Sauvaire 4/470-472) in the 
extramural Damascene quarter al-Salihiyya where he was born. He endowed not only property but also his 
rich library to the madrasa. On his travels through the eastern Islamic world, he is said to have attended more 
than 500 sayh-s, among them al-Husu‘i, al-Busiri, and al-Silafi. He was related through his mother to the 
clan of theBanu Qudama (Drory 94 and table 1; Pouzet: Damas 83; for the fate of the library v. Leder 59- 
60). 

152 Abu ‘Umar Yusuf b. ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr al-Namari al-Qurtubi: Wafdyat 
7/66-72; FUck 67-68; GAL 2 1/453-454 S 1/628-629; Kahhala 13/315-316; Zirikli 7 8/240’ El 2 3/674. Among 
Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr's sayh-s was al-Bagi, among his pupils Ibn Sukkara. He also gave an igaza to ‘Abd al- 
Rahman Ibn ‘Attab. 

153. V. infra fol. 6b line 9 and 12; fol. 8b line 2. 

154. Described in Rumuz, v. infra fol. 8b line 10-17. 

155. V. supra note 40. 

156. Abu Muhammad ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad Ibn ‘Attab b. Muhsin al-Qurtubi: Sila 2/348-350; 
Tadkira 4/1271; Siyar 19/514-515; Wafi 18/258; Kahhala 5/184; Zirikli 7 3/327; Fuck 71, 

157. Sila 2/544-546; Wafi 4/79 giving an incorrect date of his death. 

158. Abu ‘Umar Ahmad b. Tabit b. Abi al-Gahm al-Wasiti: Sila 1/50-51. 

159. The only reference to him is found in Sila 2/544 as muhaddit of Ibn ‘Attab. In both manuscripts of 
the Rumuz, the name is written as Banat. 

160. Described in Rumuz, v. infra fol. 8b line 18-20. 

161. For him v. supra note 96. 

162. Sadid al-Din Abu Muhammad Makki b. al-Musallam b. Makki Ibn ‘Allan al-Qaysi: Siyar 23/286- 

287. „ 

163 Sams al-Din Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim Ibn Hallikan al-Safi‘i: Wafi 6/121- 
124; Manhal (Wiet) 37; GAL 2 1/398-400 S 1/561-562; Kahhala 2/59-60; Zirikli 7 1/220; El 2 3/832-833. 
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} (544-627/1149-1230). 164 Al-YuninI signed Ibn ‘Asakir's readings by the isolated version of 

the letter (sin). 165 

So al-Yunini did not establish a recension of his own, containing the wording that he 
considered to be authentic, but a text with variants and a critical apparatus. 166 It is 
noteworthy that he marked only those variants he had extracted from written records 
| available in Damascus. How far he took into account the versions n° 1, the manuscript which 

i he only read at al-Darir's in Cairo, and n° 4 and 6, which he had received by oral 

transmission, is not clear. 

The four manuscripts which he used for reference were approximately a hundred years 
; old and older : n° 2 was written before 553/1158 (the year of death of Abu al-Waqt), n° 3 

before 560/1164 (the year of death of Ibn al-Hutay’a), n° 5 before 463/1071 (the year of 
death of Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr), and n° 7 before 571/1176 (the year of death of Ibn ‘Asakir). 

| Moreover, they all had been read before and authenticated by outstanding traditionists. Two 
of them, n° 2 ancl 7, were read while al-Yunini was listening. The versions of the other two 
(n° 3 and 5) he was, appearently, not able to hear himself. In these cases, he especially 
stresses the superior qualities of the manuscripts. So, even though al-Yunini relied only on 
written records, he attached great value to the audition of the text in lectures. He himself had 
I his reading scrutinized by the greatest grammarian of the time, Ibn Malik, 167 the author of 
the highly regarded poem about Arabic grammar entitled al-Alfiyya. During 71 sessions, 
Ibn Malik listened to the reading of the volume by ‘All al-Yunini in the presence of several 
learned men who compared it with their own verified manuscripts. Whenever there was a 
i question concerning pronunciation or grammar, Ibn Malik gave his expert opinion. 168 

Al-Qastallani lists two further manuscripts with which the handexemplar was 
collated. 169 The first was read by ‘Abd al-Gani al-MaqdisI al-Gamma‘ili (d. 600/1203) 170 
1 before al-Artahi, while the other one was a copy written by Abu Sadiq al-Madanl and 
endowed to the mosque of ‘Amr b. al-‘As in Cairo. 171 The variants of these two books were 
signed with red ink. Al-Artahi and al-Madani belong to the chain of transmitters of al-Darir, 
whose tradition al-Yunini read in Cairo (n° 1). One cannot rule out the possibility that he 
also used these two manuscripts during one of his sojourns in Cairo, but since he does not 
mention them in the Rumiiz, the red marks were most likely added by a later scholar. The 
same seems to be true of some additional abbreviations which al-Qastallani could not 
interpret. 

The fate of al-Yunini's handexemplar 

Al-Yunini's personal copy of the Sahih containing all the variants that he had found in 
the manuscripts was sold in Cairo after his death. In the introduction to his Irsad al-sari fi 
sarh Sahih al-Buhari, al-Qastallani gives the following account of the fate of the 


164. Zayn al-Umana’ Abu al-Barakat al-Hasan b. Muhammad b. al-Hasan Ibn ‘Asakir: Siyar 22/284-285; 
Wafi 12/253-254; Pouzet: Descendence 522. 

165. V. infra fol. 6b line 9 and 12: sin; fol. 8b line 4: sin. 

166. Cf. also Fiick 82. 

167. For him v. supra note 99. 

168. Irsad 34; Fiick 81. 

169. Irsad 34; Fiick 80-81, n° 5-6. 

170. V. supra note 111. 

171. Maqrizi 2/246; Creswell: Chronology 41-42; Petty 340. 
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handexemplar which consisted of two volumes : 172 according to a note al-Qastallani saw on 
the back of a manuscript in al-Azhar, ‘Ala’ al-DIn Aqbuga ‘Abd al-Wahid, an emir of the 
Mamluk Sultan al-Malik al-Nasir Muhammad b. Qalawun (regn. 709-741/1310-1341), had 
bought the handexemplar for about ten thousand dinars. He then endowed it to the madrasa 
founded by himself in 734/1333. 173 At the beginning of the 10 th /16 th century, it was lost, but 
on Gumada 113*, 916/August 18*, 1510, al-Qastallani found the second volume. Some time 
later, he obtained the first one in the booksellers' market. In the last ten days of Muharram 
917/April 1511, he completed the collation with a manuscript of the Yunlniyya copied by the 
imam and muhaddit Sams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Mizzi al-Guzuli. 174 This book was 
endowed to the mausoleum of Amir Tankiz Buga in the northern cemetery at the foot of the 
Muqattam 175 outside al-Bab al-Mahruq. 176 Al-Qastallani appreciated it even more than the 
handexemplar. Maybe it was more legible. 

On the first page of al-Yunini's handexemplar, there was a certificate of audition in the 
hand of Ibn Malik, and at the end of the volume, al-Yunini had written a note about his 
cooperation with Ibn Malik. 177 

The fate of the handexemplar after al-Qastallani is obscure. According to Sezgin, at the 
time of the Ottoman Sultan ‘Abd al-Hamid II (regn. 1293-1327/1876-1909), it was kept in an 
Istanbul library until the Sultan sent it to Cairo to have the Sahih printed. Since then the 
traces of the handexemplar have been lost. Sezgin speculates that the edition printed in Bulaq 
in 1313/1895-1896 is largely based on al-Yunini's efforts. 178 

The explanation of the redaction (i.e. the Rumuz ‘ala Sahih al-Buhari) was not 
incorporated into the handexemplar, but had been composed by al-Yunini as a separate S 
treatise. Evidently, it was not known to al-Qastallani. In the Berlin manuscript, the Rumuz. ] 
forms the first part of a compound volume, followed by al-Buhari's Sahih. The whole book 
is written in the hand of a certain sayh Abu al-Ragl Mustafa b. Muhammad al-Margubi al- 
Hanafi al-Maturidi, about whose identity I have been unable to find any information. He 
completed the manuscript on Safar 21 st , 1241/October 5*, 1825, in an unnamed locality. As 
all manuscripts of Rescher's collection whose provenance is given to have come from 
Anatolia or Rumelia, probably the same is true of this one. At the end of the Rumuz (fol. 9a) 
the writer copied a note stating that they were attached (to the Sahih ) by Muhammad b. al- 
Hasan b. ‘All b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Badrani on Gumada I 21 st , 835/January 


172. Irsad 33-35. 

173. Inscriptions in the madrasa, which was built against the north-west facade of al-Azhar, give the year 1 
740/1339 as the date of the completion of the dome and the minaret; cf. Repertoire vol. 15, if 5791 and j 
5800. MAE 1/38. See also Petry 335. 

174. Probably identical with Sams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Safi b. Qasim b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al- j 
Sufi (697-777/1298-1375), imam at the Hanqah al-Baybarsiyya and known for his handsome writing; Durar j 
3/408-409. For the convent which was founded by the later Sultan Rukn al-Din Baybars II al-Gasankir (regn. f : 
708-709/1320-1310) in 706/1306-1307 in the north of the older Hanqah Sa‘id al-Su‘ada’, and was [ 
considered as the most sumptuous one in Egypt in the end of the 14 th century, v. Maqrizi 2/416; Petry 328. I 

175. The mausoleum of Amir Tankiz-Buga was completed in 764/1362, cf. MAE 1/113 n° 85. Petry 340. 

176. The "burnt gate", the former Bab al-Qarratin, "gate of the merchants of clover", got this name after a 
quarrelling group of mamluks had set fire to it in 652/1254, Maqrizi 1/383. It was situated in the east of the f 
Ayyubid city wall near the Mosque of al-Aslam al-Baha’I, MAE 1/24-25 and fig. 10; Map H6; MAE 2/42-43. | 

177. Irsad 34; Fuck 81 n. 2 remarks that the year 676/1277 for the cooperation mentioned in Irsad is | 

incorrect, for Ibn Malik died in 672/1274, cf. supra note 99. I 

178. GAS 1/117. As I only recently became aware of the Beirut edition (in the 70 s) prepared by Ahmad j: 

Muhammad Sakir, I could not take it into account for this study. According to the editor, it is based on the f; 
1895-1896 print called al-Sultaniyya. | 
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25 th , 1432. Al-Badrani lived most of his life as a mukaddit and sufi in Cairo and died there in 
837/1434. Unfortunately, we are not told how and where he had found the Rumuz. and 
whether the handexemplar was available to him. So we have to search his biography and his 
isnad for a link with al-Yunml. 

Al-Badrani 

Al-Gamal Abu Tahir Muhammad b. (al-)Hasan b. ‘All al-Badrani al-Safi‘I 179 came 
from the village of Minyat Badran at the eastern extremity of the Nile delta. 180 There he was 
born on Sawwal 23 rcl , 787/November 27 th , 1385, and received his first instruction in 
jurisprudence, the Arabic language, and hadlt. Like most mediaeval scholars, he travelled 
for a time to various masters. Perhaps he accompanied his elder brother al-Sams Abu al- 
Tayyib Muhammad Ibn al-Faqih (782-858/1381-1454), 181 who went to Cairo in 795/1392 
for the first,time and definitely left Badran after their father's death in 808/1405 182 to go to 
Damietta and later on to Cairo. Al-Badrani seems to have been in the Mamluk capital in 
800/1397, for this is the year mentioned in the isnad of our Sahih (if we rightly assume that 
it is al-Badrani's isnad 183 ), and most likely it was in Cairo that he heard al-Buhari's 
collection. At any rate, it is certain that he finally settled in Cairo after a sojourn in Damietta. 

Like his brother, Abu Tahir took residence in the Hanqah Sa‘id al-Su‘ada’, living there 
as a sufi. This convent had been founded by Sultan Salah al-Din in 569/1173 in the northeast 
district of the old Fatimid city. It was the first one of similar institutions for the support of 
poor sufis, and by the turn of the 9 th /15 th century, it had become a centre for eminent 
scholars. 184 One of the extraordinary persons of this convent was the master of calligraphy 
of his time, Ibn al-Sa’ig (b. bef. 770-845/1368-1442). 185 Abu Tahir became his pupil and 
copied many books for himself as well as for others. 

Attending different masters, he improved his knowledge of Islamic learning. Al- 
Sahawi gives a list of scholars from whom Abu Tahir al-Badrani received a note of audition. 
One of the most prominent of these was Muhammad Ibn al-Gazari (751-833/1350-1429), 186 
the famous reciter of the Qur’an and author of al-Muqaddima al-gazariyya and other 
relevant works on recitation. Ibn al-Gazari was in Cairo in Mamluk service, but then had to 
flee from the hatred of his master. He went to the Ottoman Sultan Bayazid I (regn. 791- 
805/1389-1403), was captured together with the Sultan by Timur Lang (regn. 771- 
807/1370-1405) and deported to Samarqand. After Timur's death, he established him self as 
qadi in Shiraz. 


179. His biography appears in Daw’ 7/227-228; Zirikll 7 6/87. 

180. Situated in the south-east of Damietta and a few kilometres to the west of al-Manzala, cf. Halm 
2/732. 

181. Daw’ 7/787-788. 

182. Daw' 3/112. 

183. V. infra the transmission of the Sahih, to al-Badrani. 

184. Petty 327-328; Fernandez 21-25. For the internal organization, administration and the influence of 
the hanqah -s in the Mamluk state v. ibid., passim. 

185. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Yusuf al-Zayn al-Qahiri al-Mukattib Ibn al-Sa’ig: Daw’ 4/161-162; Zirikli 7 
3/343; El 2 3/926. 

186. Abu al-Hayr Muhammad b. Muhammad Ibn al-Gazari al-Dimasqi al-Sirazi al-Safi‘i: GAL 2 2/257-262 
S 2/274-278; Kahhala 11/291-292; Zirikli 7 7/45-46; El 2 3/753. 
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Al-Badranl's most important sayh was Abu Zur‘a Ibn al-‘lraql (762-826/1360- 
1423) 187 He was a teacher at various madrasas in his native city of Cairo and deputy-judge 
(na'ib qadi ) 188 Finally, in the year 824/1421, Abu Zur‘a became the SafFite chief justice 
(qadi al-quddt) of Egypt and thus exercised the most influential civilian office in the 
Mamluk state, 189 but was dismissed after only one year because he had a fall out with the 
Mamluk rulers. In his early youth, his father, whom we will introduce below as one of Abu 
Zur‘a's transmitters, had taken him on travels to Damascus and to the holy places Mecca and 

Medina. , . . ... 

Other scholars with whom al-Badrani studied were the traditiomst, historian, and later 

qadi of Mecca, al-Makki (775-832/1373-1429), 19 <> wh om al-Maqrizi calls an « ocean of 
knowledge without successor in the Higaz »; 191 the Cairene traditionist Ibn al-Kuwayk a - 
Raba‘1 (737-821/1337-1418), 192 who attracted pupils because in his last years he was the only 
one left to relate from certain sayh- s; ‘Izz al-Din Muhammad Ibn Gama a (749-819/1349- 
1416) 198 originating from the great Syro-Egyptian learned family of the Banu Gama a and 
being’a great-grand-son, grand-son, and nephew of chief justices of Egypt. Al-‘Izz was 
educated in the traditional Islamic and Arabic sciences as well as in other sciences such as 

medicine and astronomy. inc ., £ a f 

Further there are al-Sams al-Bayguri (ca. 795194-863/1392-1459), 19 * a pupil of Saraf 
al-Subki as well as of Abu Zur‘a and an expert in the Arabic language and prosody, and the 
Damascene ‘A’isa al-Maqdisiyya (723-816/1323-1413), 191 > who is said towards the end of her 
life to have been the outstanding traditionist of her time and the last one to transmit Buhari s 

Sahih with a "high" isnad by hearing (‘aliy an bi-al-sama‘). __ _ , . 

Al-Badrani also had some disciples of his own. He recited hadit in al-Mizzi s foundation 
in the Mosque of al-Hakim, 197 for he had been the elementary teacher (faqih) of the son of 


187. Wall al-Din Abu Zur‘a Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Rahlm b. al-Husayn Ibn al-‘Iraqi 1 ? c ' K “ r . d J > al ; M f‘ f 
Safi‘I: Daw’ 1/336-344; GAL 2/79 S 2/71; GAS 1/499-500; Kahhala 1/270; Zirikli 7 1/148; Salibi. Listes 90 

n° 49. ' 

188. For this office v. Petty 228-230. __ _ . 

189. Abu Zur‘a Ahmad came to office after the death of Galal al-Din‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Umar al ' Bu 9 inl 

(b. 762/1361) and was succeeded by Umar's brother ‘Alam al-Din Salih (791-868/1389- )> w 0 ° 

were members of one of the most brilliant judicial clans in Egypt during the Mamluk era (Salibi: Listes 90- 
91). For the offices of the qadi al-quddt in Mamluk Egypt and especially the connection of the Bulqini family 
to the latter v. Petty 230-241; v. also El 2 1/1308-1309. 

190. Taqi al-Din Abu al-Tayyib Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Fasi al-Makki al-Maliki: GAL 2/221 -111 

S 2/221-222; Kahhala 8/300; Zirikli 7 5/331. 

191. Quoted from Zirikli 7 loc. cit. _ , 

192. Saraf al-Din Muhammad b. Muhammad Ibn al-Kuwayk al-Raba‘i al-Iskandari al-Safi i: Zirikli 7/44. 
193 ‘Izz al-Din Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Abi Bakr b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Ibn Gama‘a al-Safi i: GAL 

2/116 S 2/111-112; Kahhala 9/111; Zirikli 7 6/56-57. For the Banu Gama‘a v. Salibi; The Banu Jama a 100- 
103, and genealogical table; and El 2 3/748-749. . _ 

194. According to Daw' 6/244, which was completed in 896/1491, al-Sams Muhammad b. Ibrahim b. 
Ahmad al-Bayguri al-Safi‘i was born « about a hundred years ago ». 

195. Kahhala 8/192; Daw’ 6/244. __ 

196. Umm Muhammad ‘A’isa bint Muhammad bint ‘Abd al-Hadi al-Maqdisiyya: Kahhala 5/56-57, 
Kahhala: Nisa’ 3/187-188; Zirikli 7 3/214; Daw 12/81. 

197 I could not identify this waqf of al-Mizzi. Maybe it was a foundation made by the great. mu^addit 
Gamal al-Din Abu al-Haggag Yusuf b. al-Zaki ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Yusuf al-Kalbi al-Quda l al-Safi l al-Mizzi 
(654-718/1256-1319), who had travelled through Syria, Palestine, Egypt, and the Higaz before he settled 
down in Damascus. For the Mosque of al-Hakim v. Maqrizi 2/277-280; MAE 1/65-106; Petty 333-334. 
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I one of al-Mizzfs mamluks, and the muhaddit and muqri’ Zayn al-DIn Abu al-Na‘Im Ridwan 
' b. Muhammad b. Yusuf al-‘Uqb! al-Mustamli al-Misri (769-853/1367- 1449) 198 had his son 
hear him. The sons of a certain TL’WY, whom I could not identify, were taught by al- 
Badrani the art of reciting the Qur’an. In the Mosque of al-Hakim, al-Badrani also 
functioned as preacher of the Friday sermon ( hatib) 199 together with an individual called al- 
Sadr b. Rawq, and later on with al-Sadr's son. Finally, he became prayer leader (imam.) 200 in 
a mosque called Garni 1 Kamal. 201 

Before his death on Ramadan 20 th , 837/April 30 th , 1434, he had gone on a pilgrimage. 
He was buried in the enclosure of Sa‘Id al-Su‘ada’. More than four decades later, his younger 
brother al-Zayn Abu al-Barakat Muhammad was laid to rest at his side. 202 

Al-Badrani was succeeded as imam and reciter of hadit by his son al-Sams Abu al-Hayr 
Muhammad (810-856/1407-1452). 203 This Ibn al-Badrani, as he was called, had fallen in 
1 love with a poet named Abu al-Hayr Ibn al-Nahhas. In order to make him the gift of a horse, 
he sold a copy of al-Buhari's Sahih and of another collection of hadit-s, the Kitab al-targib 
wa al-tarhib of al-Yunini's teacher, al-Mundirl, 204 written in his father's own hand. Maybe 
this Sahih was to become the sample — or perhaps the sample of the sample... — of our copy, 
now preserved in the Staatsbibliothek of Berlin. 

The transmission of al-Buhari's Sahih to al-Badrani 

At the beginning of Berlin copy (fol. 10b-lib), there is a three-fold chain of 
traditionists ( ruwat ) which starts : « [...] Abu Zur‘a Ahmad Wali al-Din [...] Ibn al-Traqi 
[...] informed us [...] in the year 800/1397. » As Abu Zur‘a is the sayh. of al-Badrani, we can 
proceed from the assumption that it is al-Badrani who transmitted the book from which the 
Berlin manuscript was copied. 

According to our manuscript Abu Zur‘a himself received three different traditions of 
the Sahih. The first was up to (Ibn) al-Zabidi i.e.; the same one as that of al-Yunini’s 
handexemplar, namely from Ibn Hammuwayhi to al-Dawudi to Abu al-Waqt to (Ibn) al- 
| Zabidl, the teacher of ‘Ali al-Yunini and his father. 205 Abu Zur‘a heard this version read by 
f his own father, Zayn al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Traqi (725-806/1325-1404). 206 Born near 

' Cairo to a family of Kurdish origin, the young Zayn al-Din made extensive journeys to the 

places of learning in the Higaz, Syria, the Elburz, and Tunisia. Several times he went on 
pilgrimage. From 788/1386 to 791/1389, he was qadi of Medina. Zayn al-Djn's sayh, Baha’ 


198. GAL 2 2/92 S 2/84; Kahhala 4/166; Zirikli 7 3/27. 

199. For this official v. Petry 260-262. 

200. For the imama v. Petry 258-260. 

201. This mosque I was unable to identify. 

202. For this youngest and apparently less renowned brother v. Daw' 7/228. The burial of a sufi inside 
the hanqdh seems to be an exception. There was a special cemetery called Turbat al-Sufiyya outside the city 
for the residents of the Hanqah Sa‘Id al-Su‘ada\ cf. Fernandez 22. 

203. Daw ’ 9/73. 

204. GAL 2 1/452 S 1/627. 

205. V. supra the transmission of the handexemplar. 

206. Zayn al-DIn ‘Abd al-Rahim b. al-Husayn b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-‘Iraqi: Daw 5 4/171-178; GAL 2 2/77 
S 2/69-70; GAS 1/155; Kahhala 5/204; Zirikli 7 3/344-345; MAL 2/1-4 (with a copy of an igaza from al- 
‘Iraql's own hand). 
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al-Din Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Barr al-Subki (707-777/1307-1375), 207 was a literary man as 
well as a legal scholar and temporary qddl al-qudat of Egypt and of Syria. He transmitted 
from two disciples of (Ibn) al-Zabidi : the rather unknown Ahmad b. Abi Talib al-Salihi 
(d. 699/1299) 208 and the Damascene muhaddita Sitt al-Wuzara’ (624-717/1226-1317), 209 a 
member of the above-mentioned Banu Munagga family. Sitt al-Wuzara’ spent most of her 
life in her native city, but for some time she also taught in Cairo. 

The second tradition of the Sahih was the "Meccan path" of Abu Darr 210 Abu Zur‘a 
heard it for the first time as a little boy in Mecca in the year 768/1366, when it was read 
before a certain Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad al-Ansari 211 Eight years later he attended the 
lectures of Ahmad al-Makkl al-Mu’addin (696/1296 or 697/1297-778/1376), 212 an official in 
the holy places charged with providing water for pilgrims. He as well as the former related 
the Sahih from the imam in the holy mosque of Mecca, Radi al-Din Ibrahim al-Tabari (636- 
722/1238-1322), 213 who spent all his life in the Higaz, and his brother Safi al-Din Ahmad 
(633-714/1235-1315). 214 Among the sayh-s of both brothers was Ibn al-Gummayzi, one of 
al-Yunlnl's teachers, 215 but the affiliation listed by al-Badrani goes back to the less known 
‘Abd al-Rahman Futuh al-Makkl (d. 645/1247). 216 He studied the Sahih with ‘Ali al- j 
Tarabulusi (d. 571/1175 or 575/1179 or 576/1180), 217 the last pupil of Abu Darr's son and 
successor Abu Maktum ‘Isa (b. 415/1024). 218 The traces of ‘Isa's life disappear in the year 
496/1102, shortly after he had sold his father's personal manuscript of the Sahih to one of his j 
students. 

Abu Zur‘a thirdly received al-Buhari's Sahih in the tradition called the "Egyptian way" | 
from Karima to al-Nahwi to al-Busiri, and from Karima to al-Farra’ to al-Artahi, being up t 
to these links the version al-Yunini read before al-Darir in Cairo. 219 Abu Zur‘a heard this f 
version several times from his father and later read it himself before him. His father 
transmitted it from Ibn Sahid al-Gays (or : al-Guyus; d. 746/1345), 220 the last individual 
with a "high" isnad in the "Egyptian" tradition. Besides having an igaza of al-Yunini's 

207. Baha’ al-Din Abu al-Baqa’ Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Barr b. Yahya al-Subki al-Safi‘i: Waft 3/210-214; 
Durar 3/490-491; Manhal (Wiet) 323 n° 2167; Kahhala 10/125; Zirikli 7 6/184; Salibi: Listes 85-86 n° 20. 

208. Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Abi Talib Muhammad b. Abi Ni‘am Muhammad al-Salihi: Sadarat 5/444. I 

209. Umm Muhammad Wazana (Wazira) bint ‘Umar b. As‘ad Ibn al-Munagga al-Tanuhiyya al- 
Hanbaliyya Sitt al-Wuzara’: Waft 15/117; Kahhala: Nisei' 2/173; Zirikli 7 3/78; MAL 1/56-57, 6; a genealogy ; 
of the Banu Munagga family, ibid. 55-61. 

210. For the tradition of Abu Darr v. supra n° 3. The lineage from him to al-Yunini is completely 
different, rather an "Andalusian" or at least "western" one. 

211. Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Mu‘tI al-Ansari al-Maliki is 

mentioned only in Daw’ 1/337 as Abu Zur‘a's teacher. f 

212. Sihab al-Din Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Salim b. Yaqut al-Makkl al-Mu’addin: Durar 1/144; Sadarat t 

6/255. "" l 

213. Radial-Din Abu Ishaq Ibrahim b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Tabari al-Makkl al-Safi‘i: Wafi 6/126- 

127; Durar 1/56; Sadarat 6/56; GAL S 2/612; Kahhala 1/79-80; Zirikli 7 1/63. | 

214. Safi al-Din Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Tabari: Wafi 7/320; Durar 1/255. 

215. V. supra note 95. f 

216. Abu al-Qasim ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abi HaramI Futuh al-Makki: Siyar 23/150. { 

217. Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali b. Humayd b. ‘Ammar al-Tarabulusi: Siyar 20/541. I 

218. Siyar 19/171; Fuck 75. He gave an igaza to al-Silafi (v. supra note 81) when the latter made the J 

pilgrimage. | 

219. Cf. supra 1 st version. | 

220. Gamal al-Din Abu ‘Ali ‘Abd al-Rahim b. ‘Abd Allah b. Yusuf al-Ansari Ibn Sahid al-Gays (al- I 

Guyus): Durar 2/466. | 
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Egyptian master al-Darir 221 Ibn Sahid al-Gays obtained the Sahih from three sayh- s: the 
qadi al-qudat MuTn al-Din al-Dimasqi al-Misri (586/1190-670/1271); 222 Ibn ‘Azzun 
(b. before 590/1293-667/1268); 223 and Abu ‘Amr ‘Utman b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Rasiq, 
whose dates and circumstances of life are not known. 

The same version was studied in Mecca in 776/1374 by Abu Zur‘a as a pupil of the 
Cairo-born jurist and philologist al-Amyuti (Umyuti) (715-790/1315-1388), 224 who is 
known for his commentary on the poem Banat Su ‘ad in praise of the Prophet Muhammad, 
composed by Muhammad's contemporary Ka‘b b. Zuhayr 225 Al-Amyuti was a disciple of 
Badr al-Din Muhammad Ibn Gama‘a (639-733/1241-1333), 226 the first outstanding member 
of the Ibn Gama‘a clan of Safi‘ite jurists in the Mamluk era and great-grandfather of al- 
Badrani's teacher al-‘Izz. 227 Badr al-Din Muhammad began his career in Damascus as a 
teacher at various madrasas, became hatib at the Masgid al-Aqsa in Jerusalem and was twice 
qadi al-qudat of Egypt. Al-Amyutfs second teacher was al-Sinhagi (658-724/1260- 
1324), 228 the soh of an emir of Sultan al-Mansur Qalawun (678-689/1279-1290). He 
transmitted from the same three sayh- s as Ibn Sahid al-Gays and Ibn Gama‘a. 

Al-Yuninl does not appear in the riwaya of the Berlin manuscript. Yet there exists a 
connection between him and the last link of all three chains of transmission, i.e. al-Badrani’s 
sayh Abu Zur‘a. Abu Zur‘a’s father and teacher, Zayn al-DIn ‘Abd al-Rahlm al-Traql, 
attended lectures of at least three of al-Yunini’s pupils, namely Ibn al-Sayragi, Ibn Zabatir, 
and Ibn al-Guwahi. 229 He also had an igaza of al-Yuninfs son ‘Abd al-Qadir 230 Al-‘Iraqi 
seems to have been a central figure for the transmission of hadit in the 8 th /14 th century. His 
travels in search of knowledge were more extensive than that of most of his contemporaries, 
and he attracted numerous pupils. Both of the great early 94*/15th century commentators of 
the Sahih, al-‘Aym and Ibn Hagar al-‘Asqalani, were his disciples. During the years 820's 
and 830's, both al-‘Ayni and Ibn Hagar, who relationship was contentious, were put in 
charge of the most influential office of qadi al-qudat of their respective madhab- s. 231 Ibn 
Hagar composed a dirge expressing his deep veneration for his principal teacher, al- 
‘Iraqi 232 

However, the affiliation to al-Yunini was of minor importance in al-‘Iraqi's teaching of 
the Sahih. Even when he refers to the tradition of (Ibn) al-Zabidi, he quotes other pupils of 


221. V. supra note 117. 

222. Mu‘in al-DIn Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘All b. Yusuf al-Dimasqi al-Misri al-Safi‘1: Wafi 7/240. 

223. Abu al-Tahir Ismail b. ‘Abd al-QawI Ibn ‘Azzun al-Ansari al-Gazzi al-Safi‘I: Wafi 9/144. 

224. Gamal al-Din Abu Ishaq Ibrahim b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Lahmi al-Amyuti (Umyuti) al- 
Safil: Durar 1/62-63; Manhal 1/157-162; Kahhala 1/98; Zirikli 7 1/64. 

225. Also known as Qasidat al-Burda , El 2 1/1011; GAL 2 1/33 S 1/69; GAS 2/229-232. 

226. Badr al-Din Muhammad b. Ibrahim b. Sa‘d Allah Ibn Gama‘a: Durar 280-283; GAL 2 2/89-90 S 
2/80-81; Kahhala 8/201-202; Zirikli 7 5/297-298; Pouzet: Damas 116, 141, 163; Salibi: Band Jama ( a 99- 
100; ibd.: Listes 84 n° 10; 85 n° 15. For the family v. also EE 3/748-749. 

227. V. supra note 193. 

228. Nagm al-Din Abu Bakr ‘Abd Allah b. ‘All b. ‘Umar al-Sinhagi: Durar 2/281-282. 

229. V. supra notes 65, 68 and 69. 

230. Vajda 223-224. 

231. Ibn Hagar held office for the Safi‘is several times for a combined total of about 21 years: Muharram- 
Dual-Qa‘da 827/December 1423-1424; 828-833/1425-1429; 834-840/1431-1437; 841-849/1438-1445; 850- 
851/1446-1447; Rabi‘ II-Gumada 852/June-August 1448 (Salibi: Listes 91-92); al-‘Ayni for the Hanafis two 
times for about 9 years: 829-833/1426-1429 and 835-842/1432-1438 (ibid. 105). 

232. For this martiya v. MAL 2/3. 
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his and not ‘All al-Yunini. 233 As a result, in the isnad of Ibn Hagar and al-‘Ayni, 234 al-Yunini 
is not named. So, although there exists a relation from teacher to disciple between ‘All al- 
Yunini and al-Badrani mediated by traditionists of three generations, in the transmission of 
Buhari's Sahih, this relation did not take effect. 

CONCLUSION 

The Rumuz of ‘All al-Yunini informs us about the endeavours of a 7 th /13 th century 
scholar to trace out the original text of al-Buhari's Sahih by comparing the inferred readings 
of the muhadditun of the "second layer", the pupils of al-Buhari's principal transmitter, al- 
Firabrl. Since three of them were heard by Abu Darr, al-Yunini concerned himself 
especially with his tradition. The different paths of transmission of his authorities are given 
in full length. Of these, the "Andalusian connections" of al-Yunini, which he orally obtained 
from his teacher al-Hamadani, leading to Abu Darr (n° 4) and from his father leading to al- 
Asili (n° 6), have not been known up to now. Astonishingly, the "Meccan path" to Abu Darr, 
as it is described by al-Badrani, does not occur in al-Yunlnfs research. Maybe this is 
connected to the fact that he apparently did not make the pilgrimage to Mecca. 

Among the new pieces of information concerning the paths to al-Yunini are the 
"Egyptian path" (n° 1), the chains of transmission of the manuscript of Abu Darr's tradition 
(n° 3) and of his handexemplar. 

Evidently al-Yunini did not gather as many variant readings as he could get of those 
circulating in his time, but he was looking for very reliable traditions. He relied only on 
written records that were available to him in Damascus, not on oral transmission. In his 
choice of manuscripts he was very particular. The copies he used had all been read and 
proved by renowned traditionists. Al-Yunini seems to have attached great importance to this 
fact, as he did not content himself with the key of his authorities given in the handexemplar. 
Rather he composed the Rumuz to describe the special quality of each manuscript. 

The outcome of his philological work was closely linked to the availability of his 
handexemplar. Containing variants with notes and signs in a critical apparatus, it was less 
suited for transmission by reading and listening. So, at the beginning of the 9 th /15 t h century, 
when al-Badrani came across the Rumuz. and Ibn Hagar and al-‘AynI wrote their voluminous 
commentaries on al-Buhari, the transmission of the Sahih passed by al-Yunini. Only al- 
Qastallanl benefited from his efforts by using his handexemplar. If ‘All al-Yunini had lived 
in our times and had had our modern methods of reproducing countless identical copies of an 
edition, his name as an editor of al-Buhari's Sahih would not have fallen into oblivion. 


233. Cf. supra the first and third path of transmission of Abu Zur‘a. 

234. Fiick 82. For the sayh-s of Ibn Hagar, v. Sublet passim. 
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